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81K. 
HE general Acceptance which your late Ser- 
mon has met with, is, I hope, a very good 
Indication that the Temper of the greateſt 
part among us is better than it has been repre- 
ſented ; and that the People, notwithſtanding the In- 
duſtry of ſome reſtleſs Spirits in the Church and State 
to inflame 'em, ſeem yet diſpos'd to live in quiet, if 
they may be permitted to do ſo, and are cool enough to 
diitinguifh and approve the Things that belong to their 
Peace, when they are fairly ſet before em, and not hid 


from their Eyes by the Craft of ungodly Teachers and : 


knaviſh Politicians bn 
[ doubt not your Deſign in it was very pious and 
generous. You judg'd well that on a Day of publick 
Thankſgiving, no Return cou'd be more proper and ac- 
ceptable than a Peace-Offtering to that Being who is the 
Author of Peace, and Lover of Concord. To pour Oil 
into the Nation's bleeding Wounds with a Charity ſo 
conſpicuous through your whole Difcourſe, was fo good 
an Application, that it entitles you to the publick Thanks 
in a manner not merely formal, and to the ſecret Efteem 
and Commendation of the wiſe and moderate of all 
Parties. Nor cou'd you fail of this, after having fo 
well expreſs'd the various Characters of the Gentleman, 
the Man of Senſe, and the good Chriſtian, and appear'd 
on that ſolemn Occaſion with an Air and Temper ſo 
5 A 2 different 
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i AS) 
different from that which Clergymen are obſerv'd too 
commonly to affect, that it diſtinguiſhes, in my opinion, 
Sir, and dignifies You more than any Eccleſiaſtical Pre- 
ferments whatever, * . 

But even the Goodneſs of the Deſign, which ought 
to be an honeſt Man's Security, was upon this occaſion 
the moſt likely to procure you the Enmity of ſome who 
were fore- arm'd with a hot Zeal againſt all Diſcourſes 
of this nature. Such I mean as damn all Moderation 
for Hypocriſy, and giving up the Church's Rights; and 
like Madmen in a rage are moſt enflam'd at thoſe who 
do nothing but ſoberly defire em not to be angry. ; 
This you cannot be ſurpriz'd at, but may think it 

rather for your Credit to have diſoblig'd ' em. But you 
may perhaps wonder a little to hear that ſome others 
of the ſame Principle ſhou'd' commend your Sermon, 
and ſay that they can forgive you all the ſmooth Flou- 
riſhes which were calculated for a Court- Audience and 
W Miniſtry, but are fond of ſome Pages, where 
they fancy you ſpeak like themſelves. And indeed, whe- 
ther they can make that appear or not, their Policy is 
to be commended, for endeavouring to gain themſelves 

ſome Credit, by challenging a Man of Dr. Wilz's good 

Senſe to their Party. 1 e 
But becauſe ſuch Perſons, if they can, wou'd defeat all 
your good-natur'd Endeavours to heal our Breaches, 
and, like Spiders, neglect the Sweets of the Flower 
for the Poiſon, which they rather make than extract; it 
has been wiſh' d, Sir, that you had better conſider'd ſome 
few Paſſages of your Sermon; and I hope you will 
pardon the trouble of this Addreſs, which is to 
point 'em out to you, and offer em to your ſecond 
Thoughts. It Haw. Yo: 


0 


It is my humble Opinion then, that nothing cowd 
be more different than the Caſe of Ephraim and Judah, 
and that of the Church of England and the Diſſenters; 
and that therefore the Parallel is not very proper, as 
being liable to an uncharitable Application, The Jewiſh 
Oeconomy and Laws we know were exceeding ſtrict, 
and being all, even to the minuteſt of 'em, given by 
God himſelf, *twas the eaſieſt thing in the world to 
judg of any Deviation from em. The Place and Modes 
of Worſhip were fix d bey ond any poſſible Controverſy, 
and thoſe who refugd to comply with 'em were guilty 
of a poſitive and wilful Breach of God's Commands, 
and cou'd not with any colour of Reaſon juſtify their 
Diſſent. This makes the Caſe of Ephraim criminal in 
the higheſt degree. They were the Ringleaders of the 
Ten Tribes, who divided from Judah under the Conduct 
of Jeroboam; and tho Rehoboam's Obſtinacy and ill 
treatment of 'em, and refuſing the Counſels of the 
Moderation. Men of thoſe times, gave em the Provoca- 
tion, yet nothing cou'd excuſe their Detection. Nor 
was this all, for they not only refus'd to come to Je- 
ruſalem, the appointed National Place of Worſhip ; but 
as Men once engag'd in an ill Defign, are carry'd to 
Extremes which at firſt they wou'd have abhor'd, they 
ſoon had their Calves in Dan and Bethel, and fell into 
the groſſeſt Idolatry, in open contempt of the ſecond 
Commandment. The Scripture therefore abounds with 
Reproaches of their Guilt; and the Prophets ( eſpecially 
Hoſea) are full of black Denunciat ions againſt Ephraim, 
whoſe Idolatry was ſo much worſe than that of the 
Nations about 'em, as it was in direct oppoſition to 
a clear and undoubted Revelation. 5 vg 
L have thus in ſhort ſtated the Caſe of Ephraim, by 
which I think it appears without further Explication, 
: | that 


high 


T7 "3 


"+ 


that nothing can be more wide than this from tho Caſe 


of the Separation in England. And I foreſee, Sir, what you 
will reply to this, vis. That 'twas for the other part 


of the Parallel, which repreſents our Animoſities, that 


on made choice of this Text, For you mention no- 
thing of Ephraim*s Idolatry, and you own that 2. 
* Parallel is not in all reſpects exact. But when you 


ſay, I believe every body that hears me is reaay to make the 


Application of this to our own times, I only wiſh you had 
confider'd that ſome might make a very wrong Ap- 
plication, and that you had therefore taken care to 


obviate it, by ſhewing where the Parallel does not 


hold. a, „ 
But let us ſee how you apply it your ſelf: Pag. 9. 
By Ephraim, I told you, were meant thoſe Tribes that 


ſeparated from the Worſhip of God at the Temple at Je- 


ruſalem, to which place only God had commanded the 
whole Nation to come to offer Sacrifice. The firſt Duty 
therefore that they owe both to God and their Brethren, 


in order to make up the Breach, is to leave off their 


Separation, to go no more to their Groves or High 
Places, but to reſort to the Temple, Now this I think, 
without ſtretching the fenfe of it, lies very open to 
Exception. For it ſeems to imply fome things which 
will be difficult to prove. As firſt, That 'tis as much 


the Duty of all Chriftians in England to join in the 


National Church, as if there were an unqueſtion*d 


Command from God for it; and by his own Deſignation, 


St. Paul's, like the Temple at Jeruſalem, were the only 
place for his Worſhip. And ſecondly, That the Reli- 
gious Aſſemblies of Diſſenters are, like the Groves and 

Places, unlawtul. . w— 1 
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(7) 
1 am no Friend to Parallels in Matters of Contro- 
verſy, when there is no need of em; they are like Me- 
taphors, of uncertain Signification and doubtful Proof, 
becauſe they are ſeldom drawn fairly, and tis hard 
ſometimes to know how far an Author would have em 
extend, The Propoſitions I have mention'd I hope were 
not intended by you 1n the full meaning of *em, nor do 


I believe, Sir, you would now maintain 'em: But do 
not the Words naturally give occaſion to this Con- ä 


ſtruction? and is there not need to enter a Caution here 
againſt 'em, for the ſake of thoſe who may not have fo 
much Temper as your ſelf? 1 = 
Nobody ſure will pretend that there is any expreſs 
Command from God that all the Chriſtians in England. 
ſhall worſhip him with the ſame exact Modes of Poiture, 
Habit, Form of Words, or other Ceremonials ; for in 
this even the Church of England it ſelf does not obſerve 
an exact Uniformity. The Forms of Cathedral-Wor- 
hip differ from thoſe us'd in our ordinary Pariſh - 
Churches, and thoſe of one Cathedral from another; and 
yet this breeds no Diſorder, nor breaks any Command. 
The Modes of the Diſſenters differ from both, becauſe 
they think themſelves oblig*d to preſerve the Chriſtian 
Worſhip as much as poſſible, in what they believe was 
its Primitive Simplicity, and are therefore gi eren 
afraid of any human Adornment : But this ſcrupulouſ- 
_ neſs they cou'd not pretend, if there were any Command 
from God which ſettPd theſe matters. And here the 


_ fame Reaſon which the Church gives for her Inſtitutions. 
will defend the Diſſenter too, wiz. That the lefs im- 
portant Circumſtantials of Modes and Diſcipline not 
being fix d by our Saviour, were left to be agreed on 
by the Prudence of his Followers, according as the Con- 
dition or the Neceſſity of things ſhould require; _— of 
N es this 


(8) 
this Neceſſity they themſelves are the Judges, ſince there 
is ci no infallible Guide to whom bey may 23 
1 upon this Principle the Toleration is founded, 
which is not to be look'd on as a mere prudent Conni. 
vance at Perſons who are in the wrong, but is indeed 
a Point of Right and common juſtice: So that the 
Diſſenters by keeping up ſeparate Aſſemblies do not 
diſobey any Law or Command either Divine or Hu- 
man. 
How then can their Churches be compar'd to the 
Groves or high Places, which were Scenes of the groſſeſt 
Idolatry, and in which particular the Parallel appears 
ſill more improper ? For tho the Church has been cen- 
ſur'd for the Practice of bowing at the Altar, and the 
Poſture of kneeling at the Sacrament (the latter of 
which was purpoſely explain'd, and the innocent mean- 
ing of it juſtify'd in a cautionary Declaration added to 
the Communion- Service) tho theſe, I ſay, have been 
ü and by ſome few prejudic'd Diſſenters calbd 
by no better Name than 1dolatry, yet the moſt prejudic'd 
. — . never retorted the Accuſation. P 
Since then God has not to Us, as formerly to the Jews, 
appointed any Publick Place or Places in which all 


— 


Chriſtians are oblig'd to worſhip with Uniformity, nor 
given his Sanction to any particular Modes or Cere - 


monies, nor a diſcretionary Power to Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrates to impoſe or make any neceſſary; let no ao 
offer to argue againſt that Liberty which the Genius of 
our excellent Religion allows, and which is not incon- 
ſiſtent with the Publick Peace, nor ought to be circum- 
ſcrib'd by Politicians, under pretence of avoiding Con- 
fuſions in the State, -wiich are e entirely n d other 
2 —_— 2 015 

You 
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(9) 


Fou muſt pardon me therefore, Sir, if I think 180 
were much too haſty in concluding of the Diſſenters, that 
the firſt Duty they owe to God and their Brethren, in order 
to make up the Breach between em, is to leave off their Se- 
paration. For how does it appear to be their Duty, if 
their Separation be not Criminal ? If you ſay it is Cri- 
minal, I would ask a Reaſon for it, ſince it is not like a 
ficſt Pr iaciple clear enough to prove it ſelf; and here I 
hope you will not be offended, if I take the freedom to 
propoſe a Query or two, which I leave to your Charity 

to anſwer, v. 


Whether you think the Diſſenters the ſole Cauſe of 
the Breach ? 
Whether you can be of opinion that they are all Hy- 

pocrites, and ſeparate merely out of Faction or Humour, 

or for ſome other bad Reaſon, and not for Conſcience- 

lake as they pretend? 

+ Or whether their Conſciences muſt not be their Guides, 
but in ſpice of em they muſt reſort to the Temple? 

But you have an Obſervation in the 11h Page, which 
if T omitted T might be thought unfair, and therefore 1 
will tranſcribe the whole Paſſage. | 
The Kjngdom of Chriſt is in this reſpect like the * 4 
doms of the World, that it has you gs wh Conſtitu- 1 
regs which all its Members are oblig'd to, that are or ought | 
70 be the ſame'in all parts of the hurth "0 as every Ci 
vil State, beſides its general Laws, has particular. „ v | 
and C uſtoms proper to particular Places and Bodies * Men, 
very Wecaſſar lo the good, Government | of any 
it is in he Chriſt; ian; ae des thoſe. fundementgl dons 
that belong to all, there re, ſome Duties that arg Aifferent; 
according 0 Tine, an 22 Aud P Perſons, ſu ach A are the. 


which gre, 
Ex. And he 


wou d 


Orders of the e Church where oh 
1 C bril” N 


nor againſt the general Laws 


„ 
wou'd be as ill a Subject of this Spiritual Ringdom, whe 
ſhou'd neglect theſe things, under the pretence that they are 
none of the general Laws of it, or come not immediately 


from its great Lawgiver ; as he mou d be of the State, who 


pon d neglet# the Rules and Orders of the Corporation or So- 
ciety where he lives, under pretence that they are none of 
the general Laws of England, and are not to be found in 
the Statute Book. Nor ro 

This, Sir, may perhaps be thought by ſome a ſuffi- 
cient Proof of what I have call'd in queſtion concerning 
the Diſſenters being guilty of a Breach of Duty, in not 
conforming to the Church of Exgland. But let us conſi- 
der a little whether it be ſo or not: For it may be ask'd 
firſt, Who has the Power of making theſe Eccleſiaſtical 


By-Laws? You ſay the Church where we live: But this is 


too general. Is it a Power belonging to the Bench of Bi- 


ſhops, or to each ſeparately in his particular Dioceſs, or 
toevery Pariſh Prieſt, or to the whole Body of Clergy 


repreſented in Convocation ? Or have the Laity any 
ſhare in it, as being Members of the Church ? for theſe 


are Queſtions which a Diſſenter may expect to be ſatiſ- 


fy'd in, and which are not reſolv'd by the above cited. 


Paragraph. 


Again, how far are theſe Laws and Orders obligato- 


ry? For this, if we do not ſet Bounds to it, may be 
T 


ought to border upon Mr. Hobbs's Notion, that in eve- 
ry Country that Religion is binding on all the Subjects, 
which has the good Fortune (be it what it will) to have 
the. Magiſtrate on its fide; and that in ſeveral Places you 
are oblig'd to be of ſeveral Religions, at Rome a Papiſt, 
at Geneva a Calviniſt, and a Church of. Exz/and-nfan 
here. No, you will ſay, the Orders of the Church of 


| Rome are againſt the Tore Laws of Chriſt's Ringdom. 


It may be ask'd then, Who muſt judg of that? for the 
ens „„ Roman 


( 11) 
Roman Church ts confident in denying it. This there- 
fore leaves every Chriſtian to the Liberty of his own 
Conſcience and Opinion, fince we diſown any ſupreme 
infallible Judg of Controverſy. gangs 

But to bring the Matter nearer home, let us: take this 


ſhort review of the Argument. There are ſeveral Cor- 


porations in England, and all of 'em ſubject to the Statute 
Law: Now 'tis plain a Man is free to chuſe which he 
will belong to, and the Rules and Orders of any Society 
are not binding upon thoſe who are not Members of it. 
The Simily therefore, if it prove any thing, proves this 
only, that he is a hd Subject of the State who makes a 
Diſturbance in the Society into which he enters himſelf: 
Not he who refuſes to be a Member of ſuch a particular 
Corporation, which can have no coercive Power to make 
him ſuch; nor he who quietly withdraws from it to ano- 
ther Society or Corporation, with whoſe Cuſtoms and 
Orders he is better ſatisfy'd. 5 Le 
I have wonder*d often that any Man ſhou'd be ſo ex- 
tremely partial to his own Opinions, tho ever ſo reaſona- 
ble, as to imagine that other Perſons are to be concluded 
by *em as well as himſelf, Truth is ſo hard to be known, 
and Errors in its Likeneſs are ſo infinite, that if there be 
not a large Indulgence to be given to thoſe who are in 
the wrong, the World is in a very bad condition. Let 
the Church of Exgland with all poſſible ſtrength of Ar- 
gument, endeavour to convince thoſe who are diſſatiſ- 
fy'd with her Communion ; this is both an Act of Good- 
will, and what her Duty requires: but aſter this there is 
no neceſſity that ſhe ſhou'd call it a Breach of Duty in 
others not to have Underſtandings to perceive the Force 
of her Arguments; nor is ſhe preſently to charge it on 
the Obſtinacy of their Wills, nor to complain of thoſe 
Who only make uſe of the ſame Liberty of Judging for 
B 2 them- 


(nn) 
themſelves, by which ſhe her ſelf. was ſo happily de- 
_ liverd from the Romiſh Superſtition. It matters not tho 
the Arguments which our Modern Separatiſts bring are 
ever ſo weak and frivolous, if they do not think 'em 
ſo; for in Religion every Man muſt finally be left to the 
Impreſſions on his own Mind. If the Diſſenters then 
are in the wrong in ſeparating pos trivial Grounds, 
they wou'd he more ſo in returning before they can over- 
come their Scruples. So that the Matter here in Con- 
troverſy has this ſhort Iſſue, that it will be their Duty 
to reſort to the Temple, when they are convinc'd it is 
their Duty, and not before. And in the mean time 'tis 
their unqueſtion'd Dat to give the Cauſe (as you after- 
wards expreſs it) a fair Hearing. | 


© 


l come now, Sir, to conſider this Matter in a political 

Reſpect, whether in order to make up the Breach, the 
beſt Advice upon all Accounts be (as you affirm) that 
Ephraim wou d return and join with. Judah in worſhipping 
God together. Now this ſeems, like adviſing all tke Men 
in the Nation to be of one Mind; wherefore I cannot 
think that the bet Advice, which in the nature of the 
thing is impracticable. The Diviſions. of England are 
indeed much to be lamented, and thoſe who, kindly in- 
terpoſe to make em up, and wou'd endeavour a Cure, 
deſerve, all the grateful Returns in the World: But it 
you ſhou'd, tell a Man that has a Gangreen Which 
threatens him with the, laſs of a Limb, that there is a 
Specifick which wou'd make him well, but you and he 
know it cannot be had; it wou'd but aggravate his 


Miſery. Such ſpeculative Wiſhes," to ſee our Divi- 
ſions compos'd, are but like Schemes drawn in the Clo- 
ſet for new modeling the Univerſe, which ſerve to no 
purpoſe but to amuſe the Fancy of him that makes 
ꝛem, and in ſpite, of Which things will move on 


1 
Every one, according to his degree of Heat or of Mode- 
ration, frames to himſelf a Criterion, to which he brings 
all his Acquaintance to try if they be true Church men. 
Nor is it only their Friendſhip or Hatred to Diſſenters, 


and their Judgments of the Reaſonableneſs or Unrea- 
ſonableneſs of a Toleration, or of the Occaſional Bill, that 


makes the Difference, but their difagreeing Opinions of 
Government, of the Power of the Prince, the Liberties 


of the People, and of the preſent Adminiſtration both 


in, Council and Parliament; all which wou'd continue, 


and there wou'd be the ſame Contention for Supe- 


riority at Court, in the Houſes of Lords and Com- 
mons, and in the Magiſtracy, tho there were not a Diſ- 
„„ EE 1 


5 . 


This may ſuffice to ſhew, that the Project for healing 


our Diviſions this way is neither practicable, nor wou'd 
ſucceed if it were. So that if, as you affirm, there is 
no other way intirely to make up the Breach, we are in a 


bad Condition, and muſt bear it as well as we can: 


However, if we muſt not expect perfect Health, let us 
ſee at leaſt how far we can get rid of the preſent Diſ- 
temper ; and why ſhou'd we deſpair? You ſeem, Sir, 


about two Pages further, to take heart again, when you 


tell us; This therefore is the firſt Daty of Ephraim, to re- 


turn into Communion with his Brother Judah. Bat tho 
this is not expreſly mention d in my Text, yet it ſuppoſes how- 


ever, that they may be good Friends and live well together, 
and join heartily againſt the common Enemy. Theſe Ex- 
preflions are all very emphatical and full, and in my ap- 
prehenſion do not ſignify much leſs than an intire making 
ap the Breach. And afterwards you ſay, that the fir{t 
Duty Judah owes to Ephraim, is to endeavour to perſuade 
him to return to Communion with him; And if this were 
done with that meekneſs of Wiſdom with which it vug wir 
31388 | IK 


1 
likely it maght ſucceed, or however they might. ſtill live peace. 
ably together whether it ſucceeded or not. LR 
Here, Sir, I am proud to be of your Opinion: This 
laſt Reflection IT am confident is true in Speculation, and 
tis very fit the People ſhou'd be perſuaded it is, for that 
will go a great way towards making it ſo in Fact too. 
For this Reaſon I wou'd not have had 'em told that, 
* conſidering the Infirmities of human Natare, where there 
is a different way of Worſhip, it muſt be expected there will be 
ſome uneaſineſs. For tho the Infirmity of haman Natare 
is no Excuſe for any ill thing, nor is mention'd by you as 
ſuch ; yet it is too readily taken up as an Argument by 
| thoſe who ſuffer themſelves to be carry?d into the worſt 
Extremes, and will be at no pains to govern that 1z- 
We have at laſt. however found out the true Source of 
the Diſtemper; and it is to this weak part of our Na- 
ture, which is apt to be uneaſy at others differing from 
us in Religious Opinions, that all poſſible Applications 
ſhou'd be made: Common Juſtice and Prudence, the 
Intereſt of our own Peace and of our Neighbour's, and the 
Holy Scriptures above all, will furniſh us with a won- 
derful variety of cooling Arguments, and Lenitives to 
aſſuage this raging Part. And that it may not be 
thought an incurable Caſe, I ſhall here endeavour to make 
it. appear, that tho our Nature be. infirm, it does not 
follow that where there is a different way of W orſhip 
there will be ſome Uneaſineſs, tho it happens fo too fre- 
quent. „ N 
That a Body of Men, of different. Sentiments about 
Religion, may be firmly united in one common Intereſt, 
and purſue it without Animoſities, is a Truth plainly 
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ciety. This indeed may juſtiy 
create Vneaſineſs ; but I know of 1 
of the Roman Catholicks which falls under this Impu- 
tation, and I leave them to defend themſelves from it as 


Parties by their Religious Principles, which have no 


relatiqn to the Matter before, them; nor does it recom- 


mend a new Hy potheſis to ſay the Author is a good 


ey 


Churchman, or incapacitate a Mathematician for fe- 
ceiving the Honour due to an ingenious Diſcoyery, to 


ſuppoſe. his Religion Popiſh cr Presbyteriav. 
Perhaps it may be faid that this cannot properly 


repreſent a Union of Mien gf different Religions in 
the {ame Intereſts of State, becauſe lome religious 


1 contrary to the Intereſt of the State, 
angerous to the Government, and deſtructive of So- 
give Umbrage, and 
no Religion except that 


„ But if ibis Parallel Inſtacce of the Royal Society 


does not reach the Caſe, I hope an Inſtance. in the 
Caſe it ſelf will be thought a good Argument. There 
is nobody but knows that Amfferdam is the Place of 


all the World which has the greateſt Variety of Re- 


Ugions, and in all the World no Plage is ſo free from 
the Brigues of Party-Zeal, or Religious Emulation. 
in s Commonvralth, fays * $i Wilian Tewph 
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9. Man h ving an 1 to complain of Op- 
ih. j Go "Ty and no Man having Hopes 
18 


by to Tori 4 Party, "or break | 
0 Upon tHi 5 State, thi 125 cretices in Opitioh trake 


0 none in Affections and 15 in Cötveffätion, where 
te it ſerves but for Entertainment and Variety. They 
argue 7 t Intereſt or Anger; They differ witk. 
li. e bey br Scorg, and they agree without Con- 
i fedle Men liv together like Citizens of the 
1 World, aſſociated by the common Ties of Huma- 
& nity „aud by the Bonds of Peace, under the impar- 
ce. tial Peoteckion ok indifferent Laws, with equal En- 
| «'corrapement 0 all. Afr. and Laduſtry, and equal 
<«'freedbm' of Speculation and Enquiry: All Men en- 

640 joy ing their imaginaty Excellencies and Acquiſitions 
bs of "Knowledg With as much Jy as their more 
&'real 100 ohe and Im poems bf Fortune. The 
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Aoche daten 155 g them, wfiere it is, lieg in 
40 every. iet 2 E pplatnce of it is but! 


4 2 KY of Hüfnafler, by which every one falls moſt 
0 ban the Company or Converſation of 'thoſe'\whoſe 
4e \Cultomns and © umours, whoſe Talk and Diſpo ſcion 
6e "they the beſt. And'as in other black Kür in eve 
ie Man's choice, with whom, he will-eat-or lodg, - with 
| 3 whom £0. to Market, or to Court 5 ſo it ſeems to 
« be here, with whom he will pray or go to Church, 
f "aſſociate in the Service and Worſbip of Gog: 
4d Nor is 00 note notice taken, or more Cenſure Paſt 
*"of what every one chuſes Ja theſe Ges, khan in the 
le Sc. 0 3 a 
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; My, Reader 
admire and co 
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dechre 
with great ſatisfaction that I have now no. 129 0 Con- 
troverſy with you; for I ind the Cauſe of Moderation 


ſo admirab] by pleaded, with ſuch Force of Reaſon 
and. Expreſſio 


n, and ſuch a 1 and Chriſtian 
Spirit, ig, the followin ng, Pages of your Sermon, that if 
1 cou d ſuppoſe my Reader a Stranger to it, 1 "peg 


not do better than tranſcribe em. 


But becauſe 880 often miſtake in imputing to 
1 N and Diforders which 


have hap hr n betw thoſe of a_as | 
rent Wor Falke 5 ao Mitts are of the oe 


Pernicious: Sea, it may be proper to the Sub. 
ject we have been rreating upon, to ſet this Matter in 


a true Light: For cis ſtrange, that our holy Religion 


Thow'd be made to adminiſter, tg War and Confulion, 


2 that of the Hearhens had no ſuch barbarous 
2 tho am them the Differences of Belief and 
Web in were much greater. 

New own then that I have not fo bad an Opi igion 
of - the J of Human Mature, as to thin that 


Seeds of Unejne/s and Strife have Iprong u 

2 Tzr, 5 plainly up oh 4 

ry, that ve induftriouſly ſown, for — 
* Eads, * thoſe ver) Men whoſe Function 
mou d have obl, d 'em co a contrary iligence. 5 
certain that. before Conftantive's time Chriltians Lv'g 
like — wr and their Controverſies bred no Quarrel, 
While their common. Fa a often brow bt em #0. the 
ere 9921 an 1 0 


(19) 
and Reptoof which I find in your 224 Page, to which 

1 refer, him, But to proceed! When the Empire was 

turn'd _ Chriſtian, the Clergy with the increaſe of 


15 1 


Riches and Power, grew vicious, proud and lazy, and loft 


K * 
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much of the Reputation which they had gain 'd before 
by their holy Lives and Humility. Thofe who op- 
pos'd their Corruption, or thwarted their Deſigns, were 

by ep 


the firſt to feel the Effects of their Rage: I | 
with impoſing Articles of Faich, and damning and ex- 
communicating all thoſe who cou'd not aſſent to em; 
a Stratagem which they often employ*d to mark out 
their Enemies, Whom they branded with the Name of 
 Hereticks, and then made ufe of their Interaſt im the Go. 
" vernment to: deſtroy em. © Hence began the barbarous 
Perſecutions hetween the contending Parties, which were 
reciprocally carry d on as each was uppermoſt, and cou'd 
engage the Civil Powers to aſſiſt em: All which 
Miſchieſs were owing to two very wicked Practices. 
Firſt, Confining the Chriſtian Name and the Terms 
of Salvation to their own Party; and then putting 
Magiſtrates upon exerciſing a Power allow'd 'em nei- 


ther by the Laws of Nature nor of Chriſtianity; 


1 


mean that of judging, in Controverſies, and enjoyning 


Belief, Whereas if Chriſtian Princes and Goyernors 
had contented themſelves with the Office of being 
 Nazſing Fathers to their People, they moſt have inter- 
pos d as Mediators between the diſputing Parties, 
ad have puniſt'd ſuch only of all ſides 'as were 
found faQtious, immoral, and Violaters of the Publick 
In England Religious Bloodſhed had the ſame” Ori- 
ginal; for till the Artifice- Of- the Prieſts drew the 
Civil Power to mingle in their Quarrels, no Man was 
ä Tes c WI eee en pre- | 
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Terſon will deny. And after this, Sir, I declare 
with great ſatisfaction that I have now no. urther Con- 
troverſy with you; for I find the Cauſe of Moderation 


{fo admirab] "pleaded, with ſuch Force. of Reaſon 
and Expreſſion, ;-and ſuch. a 1 and Chriſtiag 


Spirit, ia the ſallowin 12 Pages of your Sermon, that if 
eader a Stranger to it, 0 An 


But becauſe 13 often miſtake 1 in imputing to 
wrong Cauſes the eau Fo and , Diſorders Nich 
have ha by, N ween thoſe of à _diffe- 
rent Wor 9 ſe ſuch Miltakes: are of the moſt 


f pernicious Conſequence, it may be proper to the Sub- 


we have be en treating upon, to ſet this Matter in 
a true Light: For tis ſtrange, that our holy Religion 
mould be made to adminiſter, tq War and Confulion, 


. whereas. that of the Hearhens had no ſuch barbarous 


2 tho among them the Differences of Belief and 
Monſbip were much greater. 
- Lk owa then that I have not ſo bad an Opi igion 
ef Human Mature, as to think that 
Vreaſineſe Tod Strike have Tprong up 
of theinſelves ; for indeed it 1 plainly upon Eu- 
quiry, that hor hep have been induſtriouſly ſown, for am- 
Bitious | thoſe very Men whoſe Function 
Thou'd date hl x em to a contrary, JIiligence,  ? Tis 
certain that betore Conſautinè's time Chfiſtians liv'd 
like Brethren, — their Controverlies bred no Quarrel, 


while their common; Faith, often LOG oſs em #0. the 
Jae r or the ſame Stake, „I. am ſure 


ill gon che Pie 9 111 ſtop to 
e l — that very 2 Merle 
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(19) 
and Reproof which I find in your 224 Page, to which 
1 refer, him. But to proceed: When the Empire was 
turn'd Chriſtian, the Clergy with the increaſe of | 

Riches and Power, grew vicious, proudand lazy, and loft 
much of the Reputation which they had gain'd before 
by their holy Lives and Humility. Thofe who op- 


pos d their Corruption, or thwarted their Deſigns, were 


the firſt to feel the Effects of their Rage : They began 
with impoſing Articles of Faith, and damning and ex- 
"communicating all thoſe who cou'd not aſſent to em; 
a Stratagem which they often employ*d to mark out 
their Enemies, whom they 182 * with the Name of 
Hiereticts, and then made ufe of their Intereſt in the Go- 
vernment to defiroy em. ledce began the'Barbarous | 
Perſecutions between the contending Parties, which were 
reciprocally carry*d on as each was uppermoſt, and cou d 
engage the Civil Powers to affift em: All which 
Miſchiefs were owing to two very wicked Frackices. 
Firſt, Confining the Chriſtian Name and the Terms 
of Salvation to their own Party; and then putti 
Magiſtrates upon exerciſing a Power allow'd *em nei- 
| ther by the Laws of Nature nor of Chriſtianity; 1 
mean that of judging. in Controverſies, and enjoy ning 
Belief. Whereas if Chriſtian Princes and Governors 
had contented themſelves with the Office of being 
Nurſing Fathers N People, they muſt have inter- 
pos d as Mediators between the diſputing Parties, 
and have puniſt'd ſuch - oaly of all ſides 'as were 
ved factious, immoral, and Violaters of the Publick 
In England Religious Bloodſhed had the ſame Ori- 
ginal; for till the Artifice of the Prieſts drew the 
Civil Power to mingle in their Quarrels, no Man was 
ee eee ee e mage | 
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in the beginning, of Richard II. the Pope thunders out 
2 Bull, upbraiding the: Nniverſuy af; Oxford ſor coun- 
tenancin a ſuch a ik Heyetichs requiring :/em; to 
tolerate him no-lofiger. He ply'd the King too and 
the Archbiſhop on the ſame Head, but to no purpoſe; 
for tho the Biſhops gat Wickliff to Lambeth in order to 
another Examination, Sir Lewis Clifford came into their 
Court, and by Authority put a:ſtopito it. In, ſhort, tho 
the Clergy coud never forgive him, nor forget, "wick 
other - Provocations, the Articles of Complaint. whi 
in 1382. he had preſented to the Parliament, againſt 
Monks and Friers ; yet he died in Heuer, 20 the. Uni- 
.Verſity of Oxford, where hg had been b red, ang Bib 
the Heads of wliich he was in goOd N 
perſorm'd a Juſtice:to his Memory, and N 
from Aſperſions, by drawing up a Teſtimonial in 4 him 
Which they fign'doand ſeabd and publiſh'd, in e 
to his FA Fiety; /Leauniog! and; Merits, as 
Thus far dur Hiſtory: is not «ain'd with the Re- 
cord of any Violence offerd. to a Man in, his Civil 
Intereſts, for the freedom of his Judgment in Matters 
relating to Faith and IH onſbip: bee there Was no 
burning Statute et: i in being, i Bot be, Cler gy Hand- 
ing their Powet endangetid and t the blind Reyerence 
paid to dein much lefſen'd by. the {preading a, theſe 
new. Opinidns, wers <oricerod;! to an em as 
odamnablectas they could, 0, wheed!'d. 0 weak 
\'Princen Richard: H. too give Aﬀentt, iu inance 
bearing the Title, of a8 ned 1 made in t OS 
at . Niefern Quinto. Regie. 4 
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| h as it is openly known that there 
« be divers" evil 'Perſohs' within. tie Realm, going 
“ from County” to 'County, aad,, Town to Town, in 
« certain Habits under Diſſimulation of great Holineſs, 
and without the Licence 0! the Ordinaries of the 
& Places, or other ſufficient Authority, preaching daily, 
not 1 in Churches: and Churchyards, bu alſo 
% in Markets, Fairs, aud open places, where a great 
«: Congregation of Peeple is, divers Sermons con- 
*'taining Herefies and notorious Errors to the great 

„ emblemiſhing- of Chriſtian Faith and Deſtruction 
of the Laws, and of the Eftate of Holy Church, 
el to the great Peril of the Souls of the People, and 


of all the Realm of England, as more plainly is 


„ found, and ſufficiently prov'd before the Reverend 


Father in God the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 


« the Biſhops and other Prelates, Maſters of Divinity 
4 and Doctors of the Canon and of Civil Law, and 
% great part of the Clergy of the ſaid Realm, 


4 ſpecially aſſembled for this cauſe ; which Perſons do 
© alfo preach divers Matters of: Slander, to ingender 
Diſcord and Diſſenſion betwixt divers Eſtates of the 
„ citing of the People to the great Peril of all the 


4 ſaid Realm; which Preachers cited or ſummon'd be- 
4 fore the Ordinaries of the Places, there to auſwer to 


chat whereof they be impeach d, they will not obey 


their Summons and Commands, nor care not for 
their Monitions, nor Cenſures of the holy Churcb, 
& but expreſly deſpiſe them. And moreover by their 
© ſubtle and ingenious words, do draw the People 


© to. hear their Sermons, and do maintain them in 


CRY I their 


(21) 


c their Errors by ſtrong Hand and by t Routs. It 
is ordained and aſſented in this nt Parliament, 
por that the King $ Commiſſions be made, and directed 
e to the Sheriffs, and other Miniſters of our Sove- 
yy reign Lord the King, or other ſufficient Perſons 
learned, and according to the Certifications of the 
« Prelates thereof to be made in Chancery from time 
<< to time, to arreſt all ſuch Preachers, and alſo their 
„ Fautors, Maintainers and Abetters, and to hold them 
„ in Arreſt, and ſtrong Priſon, till they will juſtify 
© to them accordin to the Law and Reaſon of holy 

„ Church. And the King willeth and commande 


„ that the Chancellor make ſuch Commiſſions at all 


times, that he by the Prelates or any of them 
$6 ſhatl be certified, and thereof r as is a 


But u not being à true AQ, ithe Parliament at 
5 next Seſſion reſented the Impoſture, and reciting 
the words as above, added,. The which was 
4 never agrecd nor granted by the Commons, but 


ir yhatſocver was moved therein was without their 


% Aﬀent, and therefore prapen the Commons, that 
the ſaid Statute be Smoot ds for it is not in 
„ any wiſe their meaning, that either themſelves, or 
0 ſuch: as ſhall ſucceed them, (ſhall be further juſtifyed 
„or bound by the Prelates then were their Anceſtors 
jn former times: 'whereto it een * 9 
Jon a4 Koy, rhe King Ie R bn 100 


Thus was this ſuperſti ious 
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| Forgery of it expogd; yet the Craft of he che Becleſaſtinks 
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»publiſh'd!: notwithſtanding | which the! Miclliſians en- 
.creas'd in Number; and their Presby ters began toconfer 
Holy Orders; which ſo: pibvok?d the ont,Bilhap of 
Norwich, hom the Pope had: before made Commander 
of a Croiſado in his Quarrel, that, Soldier- like he fWwore, 
if he caught any of em preaching in his Dioceſs, he 
wou d burn or baheadr em. g ð N 
But it does not appear that the Lollards, whichwas 
the Nick-name for the WWick/ifians, tho droll'd upon 
once by a quibling Monk: 44ſt Lolia in ara Domini, 
= were ſuſpected yet by. the State, or hated by the Peo- 
ple, till the Church by various Arts::reprefented em 
ias Traytdts in Principle, ſecret Plottet, and gange. 
rous to be tolerated by the Government. This indeed 
| : began to take hold of em; for before that, Excom- 
a munication did 'em no more hurt, than baniſhing:a a 
Man from a Place he is weary of, to a new Settle- 
ment which he has) pitch'd upon more; to his Satiſ- 
faction. PAS e311 too! 997 bein 's none rs E 
26 John Duke of. Lan caſter, mas We before obſe V d, 
hadidbeen Michliff's Hriend; yet uhen his Son Hen 
1 came lito the / Crown; by depoſing King Richard, 
. ithe Clergy diad an opportunity of gaining their Point 
which they had before: been driving at in vain: For 
this Prince was ſenſihle of his own-. weak Title, and 
of the Church's Power to ſupport it, and therefore 
durſtedenyoemi nothing And how it was that in a 
pack d Parliardentzirhe Writ! de Heretico Combusendo 
was obtain'd. After this came the Farce of burning 
| 'Wickliff*'s Bones ſeveral Years aſter his Death, and the 
more real Pragedios df am Engliſh Inquiſition, of which 
body ch be owhally igberant; yet the Particulars 
De Who was one of 8 the faxſt 
13 1 ug | | Sacrihces 
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